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From Your Pastor’s Heart
Preaching a series of messages about some of the more

challenging things Jesus said has several possible effects on the church
(and me).  Some of these include:
1.  We are led to have a more complete picture of Jesus.  We’re no longer
able to accept Jesus as our fishing buddy, our shrink, our co-pilot, or any
number of other identities we’ve tried to force upon Him.  In the end, I
trust, we will see Him more for who He is and less as who we want Him
to be.
2.  We are convicted by our own troubling similarities to the Pharisees. 
We, too, can be legalistic, have out-of-whack priorities, and put on a show
to impress people.  In the end, I trust, we will repent and allow God to
transform us in these areas.
3.  We recognize that Jesus is a radical!  He did not invite people to be
nice, but to be revolutionaries.  He initiates a Kingdom that is truly not of
this world.  As Kingdom citizens we have far-reaching privileges and
responsibilities. 
4.  We can leave Sunday morning worship feeling beaten-up and
exhausted.  Rather than ready to face the new week, we’d prefer to crawl
into a hole and take a nap.

I don’t apologize for these–they are part of the territory when
tackling difficult subjects.  I, do, however, want to address #4 (above). 
Feeling the conviction of the Holy Spirit is one thing (and it’s a positive
thing), but feeling like you’re getting hit over the head with your pastor’s
study Bible is another (and it’s not so good).  To counter #4 without
minimizing #1-3, I want you to read and even to meditate upon The
Message translation of 2 Peter 1:3-11.  May God bless you in the reading
of His Written Word!

Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has been miraculously
given to us by getting to know, personally and intimately, the One who
invited us to God.  The best invitation we ever received!  We were also
given absolutely terrific promises to pass on to you–your tickets to
participation in the life of God after you turned your back on a world
corrupted by lust.

So don’t lose a minute in building on what you’ve been given,
complementing your basic faith with good character, spiritual
understanding, alert discipline, passionate patience, reverent wonder,
warm friendliness, and generous love, each dimension fitting into and
developing the others.  With these qualities active and growing in your
lives, no grass will grow under your feet, no day will pass without its
reward as you mature in your experience of our Master Jesus.  Without
these qualities you can’t see what’s right before you, oblivious that your
old sinful life has been wiped off the books.

So, friends, confirm God’s invitation to you, his choice of you.  Don’t put
it off; do it now.  Do this, and you’ll have your life on a firm footing, the
streets paved and the way wide open into the eternal kingdom of our
Master and Savior, Jesus Christ.

 James

DID YOU KNOW ...

By calling the church office, you can arrange for

the church van to bring you to Sunday School and

Morning Worship services and return you home

after church ?

MISSION IM possible  ?

Donnie Kam p and Greg Pitchford

have been working furiously to prepare for

their journey to Sudan to minister to the

Dinka m en/boys in the cattle cam ps.  They

are training, receiving a series of

inoculations, and dealing with dozens of

other little details.

This trip has many challenges,

perhaps m ore than any other that has gone

from  this congregation.  W hat Donnie &

Greg w ill see, hear, and face w ill shock

them, no m atter how  well prepared they

are.  The exciting part is that we are still able

to be a vi tal part of this m ission.  Here’s

how :

     1.  W e’ve already been a part of W hitney

Prewitt’s ongoing work in southern Sudan.

     2.  W e’ve already provided the funds to

purchase two round-trip tickets to Sudan.

     3.  W e can pray!  W e will be able to

participate in a ‘round-the-clock prayer

m inistry that will take place while Donnie &

Greg are gone.  W e can pray at home, work,

or at the church building (during norm al

“open” tim es.)

     4.  W e can give!  There will be a coupon

board that will have specific needs and their

associated costs.  For example: one coupon

m ight say “Living expenses for one day in

Sudan–$40.”  If you are interested in giving

that am ount, you can do so and have a clear

picture how your gift is being used.

     5.  W e can adopt a Dinka!  There will be a

bulletin board with nam es~pictures of

actual Dinka people for whom we can pray.

     6.  W e can learn!  Donnie & G reg will be

happy to talk to your Sunday School class,

m ission group, or you personally as their

schedules perm it.  There is an am azing

am ount of m aterial on the internet about

southern Sudan, the Dinka people, and the

AIDS epidem ic in that often-forgotten part

of the world.  Education alone is not

enough, but with education comes the

ability to make an eternal im pact as God

enables you to see “these people” as “His

people”.

How  incredible it is that we are

able to encourage W hitney and touch the

lives and hearts of the Dinka people from

here in Chillicothe, M issouri.  God truly IS

good!

Th ank s f or  Ser v ing  
VAN DRIV ERS

Sunday 7/5/2009
SS - Mike Harrin gt on
TBH - Gl enn Lit trell

Sunday 7/12/2009
SS - Randy Grell
TBH - Mark Shockey

Sunday 7/19/2009
SS - Chad Dudley
TBH - A aron Wagers

MY TURN IN THE NURSERY

7/ 5/ 2009

Coordi nato r -  Holly Thompson
Infants - Hannah Morgan/Ma ry Davis
1s - Melanie Beet sma/ Teresa Wi nf rey
2s - Ma tt/Jerss ica Trussell
3s/E TC - Connie Grel l/  __ ___ _
Floate r -  Becca Vandevort
SS Asst . - Sher ry Parks
PM - Reid/ Natalie Stephens

7/ 12/ 2009

Coordi nato r -  Shanda Wagers
In fa nt s - Judy Miller/ Jan Jackson
1s - J An ders on/S hannon Baker
2s - Tracie C arrick er/Sarah Smith
3s/ETC - Aar on Wagers/Linda Wolf
Floater - Robyn Ra gan
SS Asst. - Ta mmi Todebusch
PM - Carla Morgan/Kathy Smith

7/ 19/ 2009

Coordi nato r -  Sher ry Shockey
In fa nt s - Tim/Am anda Marsh
1s - Katie Eggers/Tara O’Dell
2s - Brenda Haley/ Ali son Eggers
3s - Reid/Natalie Stephens
Floate r -  Marcie Eggers
SSAsst. - Marilyn Keith

JULY GREETERS
SS - Glenn/ Barb Litt rel l, 

Gary/ Jud y Miller    
Church - Gerald/Carolyn St ephens, 
Jim / Dolores  Tolen, Rut h Ann Depee,

Joh n/  Ju lie Barnes

CHIL DREN’S CHURCH
PreK-K

7/5/09 - Boyer/Chapman - Vol 4 #2
7/12/09 - Munday/O’Dell - Vol 4 #3
7/19/09 - Scott - Vol 4 # 4

Grades 1-4
7/5/09 - Chris/Carey Tro ut
7/ 12/0 9 - Chad/ Jamie Dudley
7/ 19/0 9 - A tt end church  in sanctu ary

COUNTING COMMITTEE
7/5/09 - Max Smith
7/ 12/0 9 - Harvey Harri ngto n
7/ 19/0 9 - J anie Klingenberg

HALL S ECURITY
7/5/09 - C Campbell/ R Cooper/ 

R Keith/G Littrell
7/12/09 - B Barton/C Trout/

E Johnson/L M arlay
7/19/09 - R Minnick/P Scott/

W Wa de/ L Jackson

Church-wide noon carry-in lunch

in Fellowship Hall following

M orning W orship Sunday July 19
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1601 Bryan Street

Chillicothe, MO 64601
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